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movement, Li Hung-chang's statecraft was tempo-
rarily nonplussed and his diplomatic strategy brought
to nought. It was a situation which, so soon as the
Legations had been relieved, compelled him at all
costs to look to Russia for help. He needed her assist-
ance to secure the ends which for the moment had
become all-important, namely, the restoration of his
Imperial mistress to her throne with the least possible
loss of face and the utmost feasible mitigation of
China's punishment. He knew full well, as the Court
must have known, that the price to be paid for this
help would be heavy, but there was no alternative.
Moreover, the aged Viceroy's humiliating experiences
at the hands of the foreign community at Shanghai
and the allied naval authorities at Tientsin, while
proceeding north from Canton in obedience to Tzu
Hsi's decree, had greatly embittered him. He had
felt it deeply that foreigners, and particularly English-
men, should treat him as a suspect, who had always
been a staunch supporter of law and order, who had
never permitted any anti-foreign outrage within the
limits of his Viceroyalty. His conscience was clear,
at all events, of all complicity in the Boxer rising.
More than that, as subsequent events proved, he had
displayed rare courage, at a time when all his col-
leagues sat trembling on the fence, in Memorials
boldly denouncing the Empress Dowager's encourage-
ment of Prince Tuan and urging her to make peace
with the outraged Powers at all costs.1 When, there-
fore, he found himself and his mission regarded with
distrust and contempt, when he perceived that the
British official attitude was in a great measure uncon-
nected with the actual crisis and due to his close

1 Vide " China under the Empress Dowager."